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on Death Row for two mur-
- ders a jury now says he
d1dn t commit, The victims' families
are undersfandably heartbroken:
Yetit's not partxcularly construc-
tive to second-guess the jurors who
heard the entire trial, saw all of the

“legal evidence-and reached this deci-
sion. It's clear theére were conﬂ1ct1ng

stories; for whatever reason, the jury
«did not find that the prosecutors.

- " proved their version of the story be-
- -yonda reasonable doubt When that

happens;itisa ]ury s duty to acgquit-

. justias syrely asiit's duty-bound to.
~convict when convinced of guilt..

‘Wh

‘settlmg in this cage —

' -and others like it = is how different
- outcomes can be from one jury to:

another, even in cases where there

_ should be:no room for errot.

" For sure, Quick’s story had

- changed, He had testzﬁed before that -
. "hewas high on'I.SD and couldn't re-
. ‘member shooting tio 18-year-olds
sat Turkes Creek Ealls in Pinson. At

" “this week's tiial; hé recalled his
-friend committing the murdets.
- Beyond that, Quick’s trial didn't
- reveal stunining new evidence. He
‘ was gra‘hted a third trial - the first

- har _from ]usuce |
Deatlz How inmate found not guilty in third mal

) esley Quick spent sixyears

ended in mlstrlal the second in con-
“viction — on what some would con-
sider a technicality: The judge at the
second trial denied Quick a free copy

- of the transcript from the first trial.

That's ani example of Alabama's
slipshod approach to capital cases.
When someone’s facing the ultimate

- punishment, the state should go

above and beyond to make sure a de-
fendant gets an adequate defense.

"~ Buttoo’  many prosecutors and judges

don’t.meet even the minimum re-.
quirements of fairness — for in-
stance, by refusmg to provide a past .

“trial transcript that's clearly crucial

to any subsequent defense.

_ Backin court for the thlrd time,
Qu1ck also had the advantage of ag-
. gressive defense lawyers Charles Sal-
© - vagio of Birmingham dnd Thomas

Mesereau Jr. of Los Angeles Asmuch
as Qulck’s acquittal grieves the vic-

. tims' families, he deserved the most.

zealous of defenses, as do.others -

* who-are facing the death penalty. But
‘there’s ample reason to suspect:

that s not always the case.  * -
' Indeed, the differing verdicts for

‘ 'Qulck suggest premsely hew random
jultice canbe. . . _ e
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" truth will-come: out
Monday’s verdict marked* the
end of the third trial for Quick in -
| . the -Oct: 26, 11995, shooting. -
- of Iohn Hughies and. Na-
- both 18 at Tk Yo
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a third trial for Quack saymg the o
judge in chk‘s September 1997
was wrong-to' deny Quick & i
copy of the- Aranscript from:
mistrial be T
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Jury acqmts man.

in 1997 murders

I From Page 10

‘ tesuﬁed Qumk had talkecl about
‘wanting to kill people.

At a previous trial, Quick testi-
fiéd he was high on, drugs and

" couldn't remember the murders:

But at his latest frial, Quick testi+
fied he was high ‘on LSD but re-

- membered - Beninati' was with
him_and Kitchen; ‘and- he- said-

Beninati killed the men. Quick

who first told-police he‘had no,
knowleclge of the kﬂimgs, said:
he ‘never told authérities -about”

becduse ~ Beninati
, Who
pleaded guilty in 1998, to con-
spiracy to commit imurder, -:

Beninati.

| Prosecutors argued it. “would”
| have. been; ridieulous for Quick

to Have feared Beninati, given

Beninati was out of state and.
-Kitchen was ih the county jail.”
Two witriesses 5aid Beninati. .
. was not at the scene during the
killings, and Beninati said Quick:

picked him up after the deaths.

Defense lawyers, however, said .

Bemnans testimony was not

" credible and said he kriew too

mary things about the crime

without- being at the crime

scene. They also said Beninati

' disposed of the murder weapon.
_ Prosecutor Teresa McClen- - |

don, who handled the case with

-Alan Baty, said that while she re-
spects the ]urys verdict, she -

- Birmingham ho
cused - of - killing: ‘and- robbmg:

- strongly’ cllsagreed with it and |
was-deeply dlsappognted King's |
_ sister Said the' jliry “let a m‘:r- |
" derer go,” and: accused Quick’s |
family of gettmg a “b1g~shoti“

lawyet to help’ on the case and
confuise | Jurots. . ‘

gets “mitrderets
off ‘all- the: t[me,” ‘Monica’ Tid-

- more said, adding that Mesereau.

and Salvagio secured a capltal
mutder; acquittal m:-ZDUI‘-Z ¥

Bnttmy Temples o the South-
‘side in 2000

The Quick: and: Temples cases
are twoof four high-profile capi-

tal -murder. cases Salvagio-and .
Mesereau have worked on m Ief— ‘

ferson County:. .
QllleS mother retained Sal-

well together
~Tt'was unclear when Quick

' wxll be-reléased from jail; Hestili
- faces three burglary’ charges, in-

cluding one: chatge in-which
he's; accused of stealing ‘the 9

mm- pistol that was used. inthe
© 1995 killings, according fo testi:
many.. Salvagio. said he was‘
workmg on filing papers o’ cret d
: bond for Qulck ‘
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vagio, "and  Mesereau came to | &
.. Birminigham on. ‘-"hjs own 'dime
- -ag-4 friend to me” to assist in'the .
- cdse,- Salvagm said. “We work
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