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Jackson’s Legal Tean

'ndergoes Shake-Up

‘A Homecoming of
‘Sorts for Attorney

i

Thomas Mesereau is

. working for Michael
Jackson after turning
him down last vear.
By JEAN GUCCIONE

Times Staff Writer

The irony has not been lost
on his friends.
Thomas A. Meserean Jr, last

year turned down the chance to

represent pop star Michael

for JackSon.

Jackson and his new lawyer
are die in Santa Barbara
CountyiSuperior Court for ar-
raignnent Friday. Mesereau
said h¢ expected to make his
first piblic comments about

. the caje after thathearing, ex-
_ pected to last just a few min-

utes. ' *

De=p1te his stint working for
Bla.ke Mesereau, a native New
Yorke' is still a relatively new
face ou the celebrity lawyer cir-
cuit ‘- and even among his

Jackson on child molestation peersin Los Angeles.
charges because “He’s not inter-
he didn’t want to - ] estedinbeing on'TV,”
shortchange an- e . . said attorney Dana
other celebrity, ac- ﬂllﬂgSJ ust M. Cole, a classmate
tor Robert Blake, : X J  from Hastings Col-
a client awaiting klﬂd Of wor ﬁ lege ofthe Lawin San
trial on murder ; i Franeisco.
charges, out. YOU g;ei Cole and other
But Jackson WAL YOU'F¢  colleagues say Jack-
eventually felt 1 son — who said Mon-
shortchanged by  SUPPOSed: - asy that he wants
his legal team and f f L “the full attention” of
retained  Mese- Oge * his legal team — has
reau last weekend., .- Angela Reddoci, picked the right at-
The lawyer had an law partner at’ torney for the job.
open calendar be- X “When he takes on
cause he quit the COllins,Mesereal, 4 client, any client, he
Blake case in Feb- Reddock & Yu devotes his entire ex-
ruary, citing “ir- ; istence {0 that cli-
reconcilable  dif- ent,” said Mansfield

ferences” -with the former
“Baretta” star,

“Things just kind of work
out,” said Angela Reddock, one
of the law partners at Collins,
Meserean, Reddock & ¥u in
Century City. “You get what
you're supposed to get.”

Meserean said Monday that
he would not comment on the

~case “out of respect for the

judge and his gag order.” He re-
places Mark Geragos and Ben-
jamin Brafman as lead counsel

Colms aMesereau law partner.
“H¢ commits to a case with an
undvided sense of loyalty.”

That loyaity extends to his
mayy friends and community
conmitments. Mesereau is a
dedeated volunteer at, the First
Afican Methodist Episcopal
Chireh in Los Angeles and has
rejresented four accused killers
inihe Deep South for free.

;“He is one of our most faith-
Rl volunteers,” said Michael
Afmow, director of the FAME

Legal Clinic, held every other
Sunday at the church’s Renais-
sance Center.

Blake hired Mesereau, in
part, because he admired the
lawyer's dedication to repre-
senting poor and minority cli-
ents. So did Jackson, Cole said.

Collins said his colleague
takes cases that other lawyers
wor't because he believes every
defendant deserves the best
representation he can provide.

Mesereau has won two ac-

quittals for clients on Ala-

bama’s death row. In one ra-
cially charged case, a homeless
black man accused of killing a
2i-year-old white woman was
freed from jail.

Mesereau also worked out a
deal for a mentally ill defendant
in Mississippi who confessed to

a killing during the commission

of a horme Invasion robbery. The

man received a sentence that
would make him eligible for pa-
‘role after seven years in prison.
Closer to home, Mesereau
defended former Compton City
Councilwoman Pairicia Moore,
who was sentenced to 33
months ~ 24 months less than
federal prosecutors had sought
— in prison for extortion and in-

come tax fraud in 1997.
Two years lafer, a judge dis-
missed investment fraud

charges against another Mese-
reau client, Larty Carrcll, a for-
mer KRCBS-TV Channel 2 news-
caster. And San Bernardino
authorities declined to file rape
charges against boxer Mike Ty-
son, whom Mesereau represent-
ed during a 2001 criminal inves-
tigation.

Prosecutors in the Blake
case declined to comment on
Mesereau’s courtroom perform-
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BEFORE: Robert Blake, left, confers with Thomas J. Mesereau Jr. On the actor’s murder case
since lafe 2002, Mesereau left in February, citing “irreconcilable differences” with his client.

ance

“lI was taught 1f you don’t
‘have anything nice to say about
a person, youdon't say anything
at all. I have nothing to say
about Mr. Mesereau,” Depufy
Los Angeles County Dist. Atty.
Shellie Samuels said.

Mesereau will face a con-
tempt hearing next month in
Burbank for his zealous repre-
sentation of Blake during a jail-
house deposition in a_ eivil .

 wrongful-death case.

With that ease mostly be-
hind him, Mesereai: had an un-
expected break in his schedule
that made it possibie for him to
now take Jackson as a client.,

“It’s ironi¢ that Blake made
this possible,” said veteran at-
torney Harlan Braun, the first
of four eriminal defense aftor-
neys who have represented the
actor.
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